Two “Themed” Hotels Will Offer Guests the Chance to

Live the Magic at Hong Kong Disneyland

-- Disney Executives unveil plans for 

Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel and Disney’s Hollywood Hotel –


HONG KONG (November 21, 2002) – A grand Victorian style resort hotel with gabled roofs, and elaborate gardens, along with an impressive hotel inspired by the classic Art Deco architecture of Hollywood’s Golden Age, were on display today as Walt Disney Imagineering (WDI) executives revealed the creative design and stories behind the two hotels planned for the Disney destination resort at Penny’s Bay on North Lantau Island. The press briefing is the third in a series where Disney will disclose the creative design for Hong Kong Disneyland Resort targeted to open in 2005/06.

Hong Kong Disneyland will be the fifth Disney resort in the world and will include the two hotels, as well as a Disneyland-style theme park made up of themed lands evoking a unique spirit of fantasy, excitement and adventure. Disney Executives Wing Chao, Vice Chairman, Asia Pacific Development, Walt Disney Parks and Resorts and Executive Vice President, Master Planning, Architecture and Design, Walt Disney Imagineering and Don Robinson, Group Managing Director, Hong Kong Disneyland, revealed conceptual renderings, plans, materials, samples and services for the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel and Disney’s Hollywood Hotel, which together will offer 1,000 guest rooms, in addition to restaurants, shops, recreational activities, wedding facilities and meeting spaces, all part of the Hong Kong Disneyland Resort.

Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel

Nestled along the waters of Hong Kong and located just a few minutes walk from Hong Kong Disneyland Park, the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel recalls the elegance and romance of hotels at the turn of the 20th century, but with all the advantages of 21st century living. The luxurious six-story resort features 400 rooms in a lush and relaxing landscape of gardens, water features, and a botanical maze. 

 “Like all Disney resorts around the world, the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel has a distinctive theme that carries through the architecture, landscape, furnishings and even the costumes worn by the hotel’s cast members,” said Chao.  “Guests staying at the hotel will be transported back in time to the Victorian era with an architectural style and feel that does not exist in Hong Kong today.” 

The style of the building is reminiscent of the Victorian era, but is more playful and relaxed – embellished by fanciful details, including complicated lattice work and balustrades, as well as scrollwork, turnposts and curved moldings. Snow white towers and red shingle roofs make a dramatic first impression on guests.

Upon entering the Hotel, the guest is greeted with the Grandeur and excitement of a large Atrium space that has become the hallmark of Disney’s deluxe resort hotels.  Tall majestic palms and ferns set the mood in the grand lobby, which reaches four stories to a ceiling adorned with an illuminated dome, and ornate chandeliers.  This will be the hub of all hotel activity and offers the guest a varied experience of breathtaking garden and water views through soaring glass, a chance to sit in relaxing but elegant seating areas and observe people in the caged elevator, on walkways above, or in the Lobby Lounge.  This will be a place for the Disney guests to meet, greet and be seen as they embark on their Hong Kong Disneyland adventure. 

This hotel will offer the guest a wide variety of lodging options. The top-most level will be designated as the Concierge Floor and will provide deluxe guestrooms as well as a variety of suites, and will be served by a generous concierge lounge where guests can enjoy breakfast and evening cocktails.  Taking advantage of the views toward the theme park, it will be the ideal location from which to view the fireworks at night.

“In the tradition of Disney resorts worldwide, The Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel will also feature one-of-a-kind special services that focus on children and families literally extending the theme park experience exclusively for our hotel guests,” said Robinson.  “Breakfast with Mickey and his friends, Mickey wake-up calls and Fairytale Weddings are just a few examples of how Disney create a memorable family experience everyday for our hotel guests.”

Along with the exclusive Disney services, are world-class guest accommodations including restaurants, lounges, a tea cafe, a retail shop, a “kids club” child-care facility, swimming pools, a full-service fitness center with a beauty salon and health club, a garden wedding gazebo and ample convention and meeting space (with, at 888 square meters, the largest hotel ballroom in Hong Kong).

Disney Fairytale Weddings will be a featured offering at Hong Kong Disneyland allowing guest to host their wedding in true Disney fashion throughout the theme park resort.  Couples can have their dreams come true with a Disney-themed wedding in the Park or at the wedding gazebo by the water at the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel. The flagship hotel of the Hong Kong Disneyland Resort, this hotel will feature the most luxurious accommodations on the Disney property. The guestroom décor, like the rest of the hotel, is light and airy, featuring soft, spring-like colors, printed wall coverings, armoires and other furnishings in light woods, granite-top sinks with old-fashioned fittings and woodwork with intricate detailing.

Dining opportunities at the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel are diverse, ranging from a buffet-style eatery where guests dine in a conservatory-like setting with the Disney characters, to an elegant specialty restaurant featuring the flavors of several different regions of China.

Hotel recreation is both water- and garden-oriented with indoor and outdoor pools in a natural setting. The pools are connected via a “stream” that guests can use to swim from pool to pool. The full-service health club provides guests with complete facilities for exercising or being pampered, including saunas, steam rooms, whirlpools and a workout room. 

Wimberly, Allison, Tong & Goo - Newport Beach, California served as the Design Architect and Ronald Lu & Partners - Hong Kong served as the Production Architect for the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel.


Disney’s Hollywood Hotel

It was the Golden Age of Hollywood when, night after night, searchlights on Hollywood Boulevard heralded the latest star-studded motion picture premiere at an ornate movie palace, celebrities wined and dined at swank clubs on the Sunset Strip, and young girls discovered at ice cream fountains would become glamorous movie stars. 

There was only one business that mattered in Hollywood in the 1930s and 1940s and that business was motion pictures.

Hollywood was the original movie capital of the world. It’s a place where dreams become real and reality is often nothing more than a dream. This spirit of fantasy, whimsy and movie-making magic is reflected not only in Hollywood’s product, motion pictures, but in its atmosphere, its essence and its architecture, all of which serve as the inspiration for Disney’s Hollywood Hotel.

“Disney’s Hollywood Hotel will capture the fun of movie making with the allure of Hollywood’s golden era in its Art Deco architecture and style,” said Chao. “With Hong Kong’s love of motion pictures and its international reputation for filmmaking, creating a hotel that celebrates the history and glamour of motion pictures seemed like the perfect fit.”

Designed in the Art Deco style of architecture with whimsical Mickey Mouse-inspired motifs, the stylish eight-story hotel features 600 guest rooms in a U-shaped building arranged around a central courtyard.


The hotel also includes dining, shopping, a lounge, a swimming pool, a game room, and a garden courtyard that unfolds like a map of Los Angeles with popular and well-known Hollywood streets, landmarks and icons.

Details abound in the hotel with the movie and Art Deco motif reflected in everything from the light fixtures and carpets in the public areas of the hotel to the wall coverings and bed spreads in the guest rooms, creating a “Disney Deco” ambience.

“One of the hallmarks of a Disney vacation is enabling our guests to experience another time and place,” said Robinson.  “Down to the last detail, guests staying at Disney’s Hollywood Hotel will feel like a true movie star with a piano-shaped pool and famous icons from a City known around the world to bring fantasy to life.” 

Dining at Disney’s Hollywood Hotel includes a buffet-style restaurant designed as a homage to Disney’s famous mouse and a quick-service eatery styled as the lobby of a grand movie theater, complete with an attention-getting marquee.

Perhaps the most distinctive feature of the hotel is the courtyard, which, in addition to a piano-shaped pool, features pedestrian walkways modeled after such renowned Los Angeles landmarks as the Hollywood Freeway (complete with interchange), Hollywood and Sunset boulevards, and Mulholland Drive through the Hollywood Hills.  Along the way, guests may recognize the playfully interpreted Hollywood icons and other follies based on famous Los Angeles-area landmarks. They can also view the hand and foot prints of movie, music and television stars, set in concrete in front of a famous movie theater facade. 

Arquitectonica International, Inc. - Miami, Florida and Hong Kong served as the Design Architect and AGC Design Ltd. Architects - Hong Kong served as the Production Architect for Disney’s Hollywood Hotel. 

Walt Disney Imagineering is the master planning, creative development, design, engineering, production, project management and research and development arm of The Walt Disney Company.  Its talented corps of Imagineers is responsible for the creation — from concept initiation through installation — of all Disney resorts, theme parks and attractions, real estate developments and regional entertainment venues.  It is headquartered in Glendale, California.

The Hong Kong Disneyland project was announced in November 1999 as a venture between The Walt Disney Company and the Hong Kong SAR Government.  Currently under reclamation by the Hong Kong Government, Disney is targeted to begin construction in early 2003 with the project scheduled to open in 2005/06.  The opening day program for Hong Kong Disneyland will include a Disneyland-style theme park and two hotels. The Phase I build-out includes a 10 million annual visitor Disneyland-style theme park, 2,100 hotel rooms, and an area for retail, dining and entertainment.  The project is estimated to create 18,000 new jobs at opening both Disney and other employment, growing to 36,000 once the first park reaches build-out.  The Government economist estimated that the first phase of the project will generate a present economic value of HK$148 billion (US$19 billion) in benefits to Hong Kong.
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